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Principal’s Voice 
Dear Allen Creek Families, 

Happy 2023!  What a great Fall and Winter it has been. Our students have been      

engaged is so much academic and social emotional learning. Student voices have 

been amplified, building confidence and community both inside and outside the 

classroom where they feel welcomed, supported and valued. Our Classroom Buddies 

and Best Buddies programs have been a favorite for all this year. Students have      

embraced others’ differences as well as their own, have been willing to work with 

others toward a common goal, and have provided encouragement to peers.              

Enjoy the view! 

  
Michael Biondi 

Principal 
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Best Buddies 
-Miss Hallett; 4th Grade Teacher 

We are so excited to offer Best Buddies this year! Best Buddies International is an organization dedicated to 

building one-to-one friendships between students and promotes a community of inclusion within schools. 

Through their participation, students have formed meaningful connections with their peers, gain self-

confidence and self-esteem, and share interests, experiences and activities that many other individuals 

enjoy. Check out the write ups from our 5th grade leadership team highlighting their experiences! 
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Dear Allen Creek, 
This year is our first year of Best Buddies at Allen Creek. We are very excited to join the rest of Pittsford Schools in this world-
wide movement. We are very proud to have 64 members of Best Buddies here at Allen Creek in grades 3-5. Every student 
that is part of best buddies has a 5th grade Best Buddy. In best buddies there is a 5th grade leadership team that helps to      
decide and plan what we're doing in our next meeting. We have been having so much fun making new friends and doing fun 
activities. Some activities we have done so far include board games, getting to know our buddies and coloring the Best      
Buddies logo to hang around the building. The Best Buddies experience is more than amazing! You feel like you are a part of 
a team of amazing and accepting people. To join Best Buddies, we had to write a letter to Miss Hallett telling her why we 
think that we deserve to be in Best Buddies. At the bottom we checked off if we wanted to be considered as an option to be 
on the leadership team.  

During Inclusive Schools week, the leadership team came up with the idea of a paper chain link that has one paper 
chain for every person in the school! We decided to do this activity because this year’s theme was “Unity Within Our        
Community” and we thought the paper chain was a perfect way to show us all coming together, both students and staff. It 
was meant to show how we are all connected to each other. Now the paper chain is displayed right next to the main hallway 
that runs from the main office to the music rooms.   

Being part of Best Buddies has been super fun. Every 5th grader that is part of Best Buddies has one buddy that they 
either work with alone or with a partner. Working with a buddy makes you feel very confident and responsible for you and 
your buddy. Even though we only get to meet once a month it is still a very fun experience to have. Even though it is a bit 
chaotic at first when everyone meets with their buddy it is fine because when everything has been settled its super fun to do. 
Being with your buddy makes you feel excited, confident, responsible and happy for yourself. 

To make the Best Buddies program more effective in the future, Best Buddies could open to more activity ideas, such 
as field trips to different places. Also, Best Buddies all around the different school districts could come together to make Best 
Buddies EVEN MORE inclusive! Another thing that could make Best Buddies more effective in the future is Best Buddies could 
have more meetings, like maybe having a meeting every other week. One more thing that could make Best Buddies more 
effective is if we had a bigger area to be in and more students taking part in Best Buddies. We could also have the younger 
grades joining into Best Buddies. Maybe you could even think about joining Best Buddies in 5th grade! Those were some 
things that could make Best Buddies more effective in future years of Best Buddies. 

We think Best Buddies is a program that should be included in the future. We think this because there are a lot of 
kids who have trouble making friends and need to look up to people so they don’t make bad decisions, for example going to 
the principal. That’s why we should continue Best Buddies in the future. Another reason Best Buddies should be continued is 
that it should be fun for the younger kids. It is worth missing a few minutes of your recess to make it a kid's day. Another    
reason we think Best Buddies should be included in the future is that Best Buddies gets you to meet people you would never 
normally talk to. You can learn that you have things in common and you might become great friends. This is why we should 
have best buddies in the future. 

To be in best buddies, you must make promises and certain agreements. For example, you must agree to be able to 
miss some recesses if you are on the 5th grade Best Buddies team. The leadership team is a whole other story. The leadership 
team misses 2 recesses in a month! But, in the end, missing a couple recesses is nothing compared to putting a smile on kids' 
faces. For 4th grade, they get to have lunch with their buddies and if kids have a hard time finding a seat at lunch, then with 
best buddies, they will have someone to eat with. 

These are some things that the new Allen Creek Best Buddies program has been up to in the 2022-2023 school year! 
We hope you enjoyed learning about all the fun things Best Buddies at Allen Creek has been going on this year. See you in 
the next ACE view!  

Allen Creek Best Buddies Leadership Team: 
Penny Ruster, Sarah Beth Miller, Carter Kane, Louis Van Dyck, Elena Van Dyck, Rory Nearpass, Mutaheer Shaheed  
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Dear Allen Creek, 
Best buddies has been a fantastic addition to our 5th grade school year. We have learned so much about friendship 

and togetherness. We may not be best friends with our buddies or may not have even known them before our first meeting, 
but have really enjoyed getting to know younger students and make new friends. Each 5th grader is paired up with another 
student. It is the responsibility of the 5th grader to be someone our buddies can rely on to listen, show up, and to be a good 
friend. I am so happy that our school was introduced to the Best Buddies program. We have a phenomenal time when we 
have our meetings. Whether it is a leadership team meeting or a meeting with our buddies. We all love best buddies.  

We have an amazing leadership team who wrote this presentation for you. Everyone on this team had to make a 
letter to our advisor, Miss Hallett, who read all the letters to figure out who should be in this team. To get into the best     
buddies we had to write a letter saying why we were a good fit for the best buddies and then we had to fill out a box saying 
do you want to be a part of the best buddies’ leadership team and then there was a yes and a no box. Good thing I picked yes 
or else I wouldn’t have had the chance to be a part of this amazing opportunity!  

Inclusive schools' week is a valuable time to celebrate togetherness.  During this important week, we gave everyone 
in the school, including teachers and staff, a paper strip and decorated it with their names! When everyone had their names 
strips decorated, we connected the strips to look like a long chain. By the time it was all finished we had a HUGE chain with 
every school member included. We displayed this beautiful chain in the hallway by the main office. Miss Hallett also took a 
picture of the entire best buddies' group to display by the chain. This picture was not just the leadership team but all the 
fourth AND fifth grade best buddies' members. My best buddies' students decided this project would be a creative way to 
bring the school together. Now that we are done, our project is a reminder to everyone in the school what Best Buddies 
means. This group is not just fun for the fourth graders, it means a lot to fifth graders too, especially me. Best buddies mean 
a lot to me because I had Miss Hallett, the Best Buddies advisor, for third and fourth grade so it is a great way I can spend 
more time with her. My best buddies are so special because I get to see my favorite teacher and make an impact on Allen 
Creek. 

We usually meet each month, and the leadership team (us!) meets a few weeks before the whole best buddies' team 
gets together. We have done some very fun activities like board games and time for bonding. The activities have gone well so 
far. During the activities the 4th and the 5th graders had so much fun, and I personally want this community to have another 
generation of learners next year.  I love best buddies because it is a very fun experience for the fourth graders and the fifth 
graders. I loved how Ms. Hallett chose buddies; they were well suited for each other! Making best buddies come together 
took a community of awesome learners! This program is one of my favorites I did this school year; I hope it's some people's 
favorite too! If I could do this again I would. This community has made me feel welcome, kind, pleasant, and more! Like I 
said, I hope this program will continue the next school year . 

Best buddies has been an amazing experience for us. We love doing this and so do our buddies. It has been a great 
way to make new friends and meet new people. I feel that this is a program we should continue in the future because it is 
just another way to make new friends and meet new people while bringing our school community together. We have so 
much fun playing games with our buddies, coloring, and even just talking. Something I think we should continue as an activity 
is where we each decorate like one or two letters, and we put them together and it spells out BEST BUDDIES on a banner to 
hang in the main entry of the building. We are loving this experience! 

The Best Buddies Leadership Team, 
Kalki Shathees, Camden Herrema, Kate Fountaine, Miri Moraldo, Bella McCoy 
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Pen Pals Letters 
-Sadie Stern and Annie Glocker; 4th Grade Miss Hallett’s Class 

Miss Hallett’s 4th Grade Class is so excited to have pen pals this year! We have teamed up with Mrs. Wetzel’s 4th Grade class 
at Mendon Center to write back and forth each month. We are doing this to build relationships within the Pittsford            
Community. In our letters we share what’s new within our lives, share what we are learning about academically, and ask 
questions to get to know our pen pals better. We are very excited for what’s going to come for us in the future … We have 
even worked so hard at building friendships that we were able to coordinate going on a field trip together this year to the 
Genesee Country Museum! We are so excited to meet our pen pals in May! 
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Classroom Buddies 
Mrs. Pelletier’s 2nd Grade and Miss Hallett’s 4th grade         
continue to enjoy buddies! We always look forward to      
buddy days and building relationships. Recently, we worked 
on drawing a picture from a line and writing about it. We 
also enjoyed a fun game day together and learned how to 
make HUGE snowflakes! 

Classroom Buddies 
Fifth and first grade buddies making valentines for the 
Friendly Home residents. 
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Recycled Instruments 
- Kayla Wood; 2nd Grade Teacher 

Second Graders in Mrs. Wood’s class learned all about Matter. Students 

read the story Ada’s Violin by Susan Hood that tells the story of a young girl 

who uses recycled materials from a landfill to build instruments. After      

reading, the class spent several weeks investigating the properties of matter 

to learn what supplies would be best to make their own instruments. To end 

the unit, students worked as a team to plan, design, and build instruments 

from recycled materials found in their homes.  

Chinese New Year 
Thank you to our ENL teacher Ms. Zhang for doing a 

presentation on the Chinese New Year and teaching Mrs. 

Moore's class how to make beautiful paper lanterns! 

 

Thank you for all the donations towards 

The Annual Allen Creek Food Drive to 

benefit The Pittsford Food Cupboard.  

The support and contributions will be 

greatly appreciated by those in need in 

our community.  Next month, student 

council will be hosting a Kindness            

Calendar full of great kindness                      

suggestions and challenges.  Be sure to 

check in with your child for some             

kindness fun!                                       

With gratitude -                                          

Allen Creek Student Council 
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Instrumental Music at ACE 
-Mrs. Grace, Mrs. Molinich; Orchestra and Band Teachers 

Instrumental Music is in full swing for our 5th grade students!  Students have signed up to study woodwind, brass and          
percussion with Mrs. Molinich on Mondays and string instruments with Mrs. Grace on Fridays.  Our Band and Orchestra       

students have been working very hard to master their instruments as we prepare for their upcoming concert MARCH 27th. 
We are also celebrating MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS MONTH in March! This year’s theme is MUSIC is ALL of US. 

ACE is a special place and we love making music together! 
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Stuffed Animal Sleepover 
- Karen Wilson; Librarian 

On Wednesday, February 1, we held our rescheduled Open 
Library night with a Stuffed Animal Sleepover.  This event 
was hugely popular with a turnout of three to four times 
the number of students that have typically attended in the 
past.  Students from all grade levels created nametags for 
their stuffed animal friends and listened to bedtime         
stories.  Check out the ACE library webpage (under           
Departments on the ACE website) for more photos of the 
fun adventures the stuffed animals had overnight!   
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After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) Corner: 
- Andrea Popp; PTSA ASEP Chair 

I left my own English classroom in F Hall at Framingham High School almost a dozen years ago, moving back to my hometown 

of Rochester and settling in Pittsford for our fantastic schools. I've been busy the past decade with a 10 year old and a 6 year 

old, but I sometimes miss the classroom–the mass energy and excitement of a group of learners. ACES's After School           

Enrichment Program (ASEP) helps fill this void. Kids pour (volunteers know what this looks like!) into the program room at the 

end of a full day of learning ready for more!  Looking for a fitting synonym for "enrichment," I came across "embellishment," 

which seemed a little off the mark. But these programs do add beauty and interest, a bit like tossing glitter on the school day 

for some added sparkle, especially on these gray winter days. A love of learning fostered during the day by teachers is       

channeled into these after school pursuits, whether in the form of a chess lesson, engineering challenge, art-making session, 

science class, or theater play. See these students shine over the next few pages! 

If you're looking to get involved–whether physically at school or from home on your own time–please reach out to me at 

acease@pittsfordptsa.net!  

What is Light? 
George Eastman Museum educator Suzanne Kolodziej visited us in            

December–during some of the shortest days of the year–for a lesson on 

light.  Students learned about one of the earliest photographic techniques: 

cyanotype. Surfaces treated with a mixture of potassium ferricyanide and 

ferric ammonium citrate create a cyan blue print when exposed to UV light. 

In the 1840s, Botanist Anna Atkins famously used this sun-printing process, 

originally invented by Sir John Herschel to copy his notes, to document 

thousands of plant specimens.  Our students in grades 3-5 enjoyed a sunny 

day and used various plant materials and wooden shapes to create           

silhouetted cyan scenes while a gray day had our K-2 students creating 

“poor man’s” cyanotypes with construction paper and waiting for a sunny 

break to try their take-home kits.  The fickle weather makes one appreciate 

advances in modern photography!  Thanks to the adult volunteers who 

helped shed light on this history and process! 
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Chess Club 
 

Rochester Chess Center returned to lead another session of ACE’s popular 

Chess Club.  The club continues to grow this year as we’ve welcomed           

kindergartners who know how to move pieces to join in on the fun!  Though 

we have almost 60 students playing chess after school, instruction in three 

different rooms with three different instructors provides students the         

opportunity to learn tips and tricks at their level and play similarly skilled     

opponents.  After honing their skills in the first four classes, students played 

in a fast-paced tournament during the final session.  Many are excited to    

return to compete in our upcoming Interscholastic Chess Tournament March 

7th from 1-4 PM.  Allen Creek will host the other 4 Pittsford elementary 

schools for a half-day of friendly competition. A huge thank you to Valentina 

Zanardi and Silas Patel, our Chess Club Chairs, and the adult volunteers who 

come back week after week to keep these kids in check (pun intended)! 
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Musical Theatre Club K-2 
Our youngest thespians enjoyed Musical Theatre Club 

for grades K-2, a new offering this winter.  It was so 

popular, we had sessions running both Mondays and 

Fridays! Students got their wiggles out at the end of 

the day in creative ways.  Theater games led by in-

structor Laura Jean Diekmann had them striking a 

pose, channeling their inner animals,  imagining       

themselves as a part of a moving machine and more.  

Over the four sessions, they also practiced and         

performed “I Won’t Grow Up” as Peter Pans–there 

were multiples thanks to self-casting–and the Lost 

Boys, complete with adorably defiant posturing!  I’m 

sure some were singing along in the audience during 

CRMS’s full production.  Thanks to Jeffrey Blankenship 

and Valentina Zanardi who chaired these clubs and to 

the other adult volunteers who jumped right in and 

played along with the kids!  

https://gallery.yopriceville.com/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Winter-PNG/Snowy_Ground_PNG_Clipart_Image


4th Grade STEM Club 
When our high school instructor fell ill in January, I pinch hit!  Thanks to a very     

generous donation of 20 electromagnet kits from TeacherGeek, a local company 

that provides STEM materials to classrooms across the country, I had a                   

prepackaged lesson to share with our fourth grade scientists. (They’re the company 

behind last year’s Wiggle Bots, too.)  Each student built an electromagnet by         

wrapping wire around a magnetic core and running electricity through the wire 

from a battery pack.  They also experimented with the design, learning that more 

wraps created a stronger magnet. A final frenzied minute-to-win-it type challenge 

had them sorting and hooking washers and paperclips, demonstrating the                  

usefulness of being able to cut the power–and thus the magnetism–to pick up and 

release these magnetic items.   

Our high school volunteers were back in February with a bridge-building challenge.  

Given two solo cups, 10 bendy straws, five popsicle sticks, two sheets of paper, and 

3 feet of tape, students were tasked with building a bridge deck across an 8 inch 

expanse that could support the most weight.  The winning design held over 4 lbs!  

Thanks to the students and adult volunteers who make this a success each month! 
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Arts and Sciences Club: Insects 
Art Club met Science Club in this after school program mash-up!  The RMSC’s Mark Almakinder donned his ladybug costume 

and produced a bag full of props to teach our K-2 student scientists all about insect features from straw-like proboscises, to 

compound eyes, to musical legs in an interactive lesson in the library.  Back at the hive…well in the multipurpose room…

student artists reviewed insect anatomy while creating colorful insect collages with me.  Paint splattering these framed       

specimens with some “mud” proved to be a favorite technique and added a wonderful finishing touch to these museum-

worthy masterpieces.  The groups flip-flopped during the second session to complete their well-rounded, arts and sciences 

curriculum.  Thanks to the adult volunteers who contained these squirmy insect actors and led arthropod art-making!  
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Book Club (K-3) 
-Andrea Popp & Susan Hondorf; Book Club Co-Chairs 

Recess book club was finally back!  While our third graders may have experienced this club offered for grades K-3 four years 

ago as kindergarteners, the rest of the students had yet to experience the fast-paced fun that is recess book club. (Some kids 

attended our after school book club last year, but the 20 minute format feels much different!) We read and discussed books 

as expected, but we also made bookmarks, we put on costumes, we crafted cards, we played bingo, we decorated dragon 

caves, we took yoga brain-breaks, we designed crazy sweaters, we played telephone, we identified animal sounds, we told 

wildly crazy stories, we had a food fight, we hypnotized our classmates into thinking they were animals–and hopefully         

fostered a love of reading through all this fun.  Thank you to parent volunteers who slipped in for 20 minute time slots, made 

magic happen, and delivered happy students to the cafeteria while the next wave of students rolled in! 
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Daisy Scouts 
Allen Creek's Daisy Troop #60062 
has had a busy start to the school 
year!  This awesome group of     
kindergarten and first grade       
students has been busy earning 
patches and spreading friendship 
and community around town.  In 
the fall, ACE Daisies earned their 
considerate/caring and friendly/
helpful patches by making cards 
for the Friendly Home.  To start 
out 2023, ACE daisies collected 
food drive items for the Pittsford 
Library's Collection box, and they 
are currently selling girl scout 
cookies, learning the ins and outs 
of entrepreneurship! 

3rd Grade Art Ambassador 
-Susan Hondorf 

Third grade students experienced a fun and colorful afternoon full of Brazilian        
culture! The third graders rotated between three rooms. They learned about the 
artwork of Tarsila do Amaral, who was one of Latin America's leading modernist 
artists and used cubism (a technique using simple geometric shapes) in her artwork. 
The students brought it all together in a cubist kite-making project that turned out 
great. Students learned about the Brazilian tradition of Carnival and made their own 
Carnival masks (decorated with feathers and sequins) and a Brazilian instrument 
called a chocalho.  Finally, each student was treated to 40 minutes of samba lessons, 
courtesy of Evelyn D'Agostino from GCLER (Grupo Cultural Latinos En Rochester, 
Inc.)  Thank you to all the parent volunteers who helped- we needed you all. Thank 
you to the prepping parents that helped cut, cut, cut!! 
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